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| was very glad to meet with His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The United Nations — the leadership both here in the country but also in New York — are
strongly committed to assist Lebanon, notably during this time of challenges and crises
that have been exacerbated by the coronavirus.

| came to react and respond to the appeal coming from the Government of Lebanon that
was addressed to all the international partners to provide assistance. I came with a
message from the Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, with whom the leadership of the
UN in Lebanon had a videoconference yesterday evening. The message is the UN system
is here to help — the different parts of the UN system depending on their mandates. On
coronavirus, it is notably under the leadership of the World Health Organization.

We together along with the World Bank are very actively working on how to increase
assistance to the most vulnerable parts of the population and on how to help Lebanon
increase its social safety net. We are working and providing expertise and assistance with
regards to the economic rescue plan. We contribute in many areas of humanitarian work.

That is the message of the Secretary-General, and | was very happy to share it with His
Excellency. All international partners are also eagerly waiting for the framework of a
comprehensive economic rescue plan that should come from the Government soonest. It
should help us organize ourselves and provide assistance for Lebanon even better. It was
a good, productive exchange of views.

Thank you very much.



